CLASSIC CRIMES
Dover in the dress of an officer, endeavouring to procure a
passage to France"; and in a later report, that having failed
to do so, she "returned from Dover to London, took a
hackney coach to Billingsgate, got on board a Gravesend boat,
with a gentleman to accompany her, agreed with a tilt boat
there to take them over to France for eight guineas and a
guinea a day for waiting for them four days in order to bring
diem back; which tilt boat landed them at Calais, but is
since returned without them/' This, of course, was a device
to gain time and baffle her pursuers.
But tradition gives a more probable account of Katharine's
escape from the prison. Her uncle, Mr, William Nairn, a well-
known and respected member of the Scots Bar, was at that
time Commissary Clerk of Edinburgh. He was raised to the
Berich in 1786 with the judicial title of Lord Dunsmnan, and
in 1790 succeeded to the baronetcy, which, on his death in
1811, became extinct. His Lordship is said to have contrived
his niece's freedom. Sir Daniel Wilson, in his Memorials^
states, upon the authority of Charles Kirkpatrick Sharpe, that
Katharine walked out of the Tolbooth *' disguised in the
gatiusftte of Mrs. Shiells, the midwife who had been in attend-
ance on her and added to her other favours this extra-pro-
fessional delivery/' James Maidment, in Koy*$ Portrait^
tells the same story, with the additional particular that Mrs.
Shiells had feigned toothache for some days before, and
muffled her head in a shawl* The doorkeeper, according to
Chambers's Traditions^ knowing what was afoot, gave the
fictitious nurse a slap on the back as she left the prison, and
bade her begone for "a howling old Jezebel/' Sharpe owed
his own introduction to the world to the good offices of this
benevolent dame, who, as Chambers notes, was still practising
in Edinburgh so late as 1865*
There are various accounts of Katharine's adventures after
she-had successfully "broke prison/* Sharpe says that in her
confusion she "risped" at Lord Alva's door in James's Court,
mistaking the house for that of her father's agent, when the
footboy who opened the door recognized her, having been
preset Jit the trial, tod immediately,ffcised an alarm* As the
case was heard in camera^ this lad must have been exceptionally
privileged. Her uncle's house was in a tenement at the head
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